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1. Pilot project launched to skill tribal youth ( May 17, 2022 )  

A pilot project was launched by the Union Minister of State for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship to skill tribal youth from Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

Under this pilot project, about 250 beneficiaries of 17 clusters of 17 districts selected
from six states will be given training.

The six states selected for the pilot project include Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Odisha.

Under this pilot project, training will be given in five disciplines (multi
skilling)-

Electricity and Solar Energy

agricultural mechanisation

e-governance

Plumbing and Masonry

Repair and maintenance of two wheelers.

The training under these five subjects will help the tribal youth to set up their own
business and generate employment opportunities for other youth in their locality.

 

2. MoU signs with UNDP for strategic partnership on Agriculture, Crop
Insurance and Credit ( May 13, 2022 )  

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and United Nations Development Program
have signed a Memorandum of Understanding.

Under this UNDP will provide technical support towards Centre’s aspirational Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana scheme (PMFBY) and Kisan Credit Card - Modified Interest
Subvention Scheme.

UNDP will support the Ministry of Agriculture for the implementation of combined
agricultural credit and crop insurance. 

While farmers paid a twenty one thousand crore rupees premium under PMFBY, they
have received more than one lakh fifteen thousand crore rupees as compensation.

Under the Kisan Credit Card scheme, extensive efforts are being made to give benefits to
those farmers who were not able to take advantage of the scheme earlier.

About The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
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It is the leading agency of the United Nations.

It works to eradicate poverty and reduce inequality in 170 countries and territories.

It helps countries to develop policies, leadership skills, partnering abilities, institutional
capabilities, and to build resilience to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Its work is concentrated in three focus areas; sustainable development, democratic
governance and peace building, and climate and disaster resilience.

 

3. India elected as Chair of the Association of Asian Election Authorities
(AAEA) for 2022-24 ( May 11, 2022 )  

India has been unanimously elected as the new Chair of the Association of Asian Election
Authorities (AAEA) for 2022-2024 at the recently held meeting of the Executive board and
General Assembly at Manila, Philippines.

The Election Commission, Manila was the current chairman of the AAEA.

The new members in the Executive Board now include Russia, Uzbekistan, Sri Lanka,
Maldives, Taiwan and Philippines.

The Election Commission of India's three-member delegation headed by deputy election
commissioner Nitesh Vyas, along with CEO Manipur Rajesh Agrawal and CEO Rajasthan
Praveen Gupta, attended the executive board meeting in Manila.

62 officials from 12 AAEA members participated in the 3rd International Virtual Election
Visitors Programme (IEVP) hosted by ECI during Assembly Elections in 2022.

About AAEA

The AAEA provides a non-partisan forum in the Asian region for sharing experiences and
best practices among election authorities. 

It discusses and acts upon ways to promote open and transparent elections.

The objective to do so is to support good governance and democracy.

AAEA is also an Associate Member of the 118 member Association of World Election
Bodies (A-WEB).

It was established in pursuance of the resolution passed by participants of the
Symposium on Asian Elections in the Twenty First Century held from January 26-29, 1997
in Manila, Philippines.

It was established in 1998.

Currently 20 Asian EMBs are members of AAEA. 

 

4. G7 countries pledge to phase out imports of Russian oil ( May 9, 2022 )  

The Group of Seven (G7) countries have pledged to ban or phase out Russian oil imports over
the Ukraine dispute.
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The announcement came as the G7 held its third meeting this year via video conference,
which was also attended by Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky.

The meeting was called to discuss support for Ukraine, and additional measures against
Moscow, including on energy.

G7 leaders have personally criticised President Vladimir Putin for his actions in Ukraine.  

The leaders celebrated the end of World War II in Europe following the surrender of
German forces to the Allied Powers on 9 May 1945.

Russia has been accused of violating international rules-based order, in particular the
United Nations Charter.

All participants were called upon to join the G7's support for the Ukrainian people and
refugees and help rebuild Ukraine. 

About G7

The G7 or the Group of Seven is a group of the seven most advanced economies.

The seven countries are Canada, the USA, UK, France, Germany, Japan and Italy.

It was formed in 1975.

G7 countries meet annually to discuss issues of common interest like global economic
governance, international security and energy policy.

All the G7 countries and India are a part of G20.

The G7 does not have a fixed headquarters.

The UK currently chairs the G7 and has invited India along with Australia, the Republic of
Korea and South Africa as guest countries for the G7 summit.

 

5. PM Modi to address inaugural session of Jain International Trade
Organisation’s - JITO Connect 2022 ( May 6, 2022 )  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the inaugural session of Jain International Trade
Organisation’s - JITO Connect 2022 through video conferencing.

·       JITO Connect 2022 is a three-day event that is being organized in Pune from May 6-8 and
will consist of several sessions on various issues related to business and economy.

·       About Jain International Trade Organization (JITO)

·       JITO is a worldwide association of businessmen, industrialists, knowledge workers and
professionals that reflects the glory of ethical business practices.

·       It is a global organization formed for socio-economic empowerment, value based
education, community welfare, practice of compassion, spreading global friendship and
spiritual upliftment of fellow beings.

·       Mission of JITO
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·       Creating a world class body of influential and powerful Industrialists, Entrepreneurs,
Businessmen and Professionals to come together for noble causes of Economic Empowerment,
Knowledge and Service.

·       Objectives of JITO

·       Create managed knowledge Institutions and Value Based Education.

·       Growth in business by mutual cooperation, avoidance of criticism and opposition.

·       Create Platform for young entrepreneurs for right Business contacts.

·       Promote governance and politics & value based people.
 

6. 4th edition of the International Conference on Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure ( May 4, 2022 )  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today addressed the inaugural session of the 4th edition of the
International Conference on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (ICDRI) via video message.

The fourth edition of ICDRI was organised in a hybrid format in New Delhi from 4-6 May
2022.

ICDRI 2022 will engage with decision makers, practitioners and communities around the
world to discuss challenges, identify good practices, develop collaborations and promote
concrete actions.

This will include multi-sectoral and multi-country discussions around ecologically
sensitive design for infrastructure transition, risk governance and finance, innovation and
building human-centred, resilient.

About ICDRI

The International Conference on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (ICDRI) is the annual
conference of the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).

It brings together member states, organisations and institutions to strengthen global
discussion on disaster and climate resilient infrastructure.

In 2018 and 2019, the first and second international workshops on Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure took place in New Delhi, India.

ICDRI 2021 was hosted virtually.

 

7. GeM reaches all-time high of over Rs 15,000 crore for Financial Year 2021-22
( May 2, 2022 )  

The purchase orders by the Defence Ministry through the Government e-Market (GeM) portal
have reached an all-time high of Rs 15,047.98 crore for the financial year 2021-22.

This is a jump of over 250 per cent as compared to the previous financial year.

Government e-Market (GeM) portal 
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GeM is an acronym for One Stop Government e-Market Place hosted by DGS&D where
common user goods and services can be procured.

GeM is a dynamic, self-sustaining and user-friendly portal for procurement by government
officials.

Public procurement is a very important part of government activity and reform of public
procurement is one of the top priorities of the present government.

The Government e-Marketplace originated in January 2016 based on the
recommendations of two Groups of Secretaries.

Apart from reforms in DGS&D, they recommended setting up of a dedicated e-market for
various goods and services bought or sold by the Government/PSUs.

Subsequently, the Finance Minister in his budget speech for the financial year 2016-17
announced the setting up of a technology driven platform to facilitate procurement of
goods and services by various ministries and agencies of the government.

DGS&D with technical support from the National e-Governance Division (Ministry of
Electronics & Information Technology) has developed a GeM portal for procurement of
both products and services.

The portal was launched on 9 August 2016 by the Minister of Commerce and Industry.

 

8. Union Cabinet approves upgradation of communication to 4G in Naxalite
areas ( April 28, 2022 )  

The Union Cabinet approved the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) project to upgrade
2G mobile services to 4G at security locations in areas affected by Left Wing Extremism.

This will enable better internet and data services in these LWE affected areas.

The project envisages upgradation of 2,542 mobile towers to provide 4G services in LWE
areas at a cost of Rs 2,426 crore in 10 states including Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Odisha and Maharashtra.

All the sites will be upgraded by BSNL at a cost of Rs 2,426 crores.

The Union Cabinet also approved the Revised Cost Estimate on "Setting up of India Post
Payments Bank".

The facility of India Post Payments Bank will be available in all 1.56 lakh branches of post
offices, for which an additional Rs 820 crore will be spent.

This proposal is in line with the goal of providing mobile connectivity in rural areas and
facilitating the delivery of various e-governance services, banking services, tele-
medicine, tele-education etc. through mobile broadband in these areas.

The Cabinet also gave its approval for the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
between India and Chile for cooperation in the field of disabilities.

 

9. Rajasthan becomes first State to get L-root server ( April 19, 2022 )  
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Rajasthan has become the first State in the country to get the L-root server, which will enable
the State government to provide its flagship digital services and enforce e-governance with
seamless internet connectivity.

The new facility will strengthen internet infrastructure and help improve security and
resilience of internet-based operations.

The server, installed at the Bhamashah State Data Centre, has been installed by the
government in association with the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and
Numbers (ICANN).

After its installation, even if there is a problem in internet connectivity due to any
technical fault or natural calamity in the whole of Asia or India, it will continue to run
without any interruption in Rajasthan.

Along with this, high speed internet connectivity will also be ensured.

The state government in the State is delivering digital services to the people through e-
Mitra, Jan Aadhaar Yojana, Jan Kalyan portal, Jansuchna portal and various mobile phone
apps.

There are at present three J-root servers in New Delhi, Mumbai and Gorakhpur and two L-
root servers in Mumbai and Kolkata. 

The L-root server in Rajasthan is the first one deployed at the State level.

 

10. Cabinet approves continuation of RGSA from 1st April 2022 to 31st March
2026 ( April 14, 2022 )  

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 13 April 2022 has approved continuation of
revamped Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) for
implementation during the period from 01.04.2022 to 31.03.2026 (co-terminus with XV
Finance Commission period) to develop governance capabilities of Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRIs).

The total financial outlay of the scheme is Rs.5911 crore with the Central Share of Rs.
3700 crore and that of State Share of Rs.2211 crore.

Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA):

Gram Swaraj Abhiyan was launched on 1st April, 2018. Targets villages where Dalit and
tribal people are predominant.

Its goal is to increase social harmony, promote awareness about government programs being
run for the poor and make them aware of these schemes. It contains the following provisions:

The extension of this scheme is to all the states and union territories of the country.

Both the central and state components have been included in the scheme.

The share of the Center and the State in the State Governments will be in the ratio of 
60:40 respectively.

The Centre-State funding ratio will be 90:10 in the North Eastern and Hill States. The
central share will be 10 per cent for all union territories.
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