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1. In 2020, Ladakh recorded highest sex ratio in the country, Manipur lowest (
May 5, 2022)

According to the annual report on Vital Statistics based on 2020 Civil Registration System
report the Union Territory of Ladakh recorded the highest sex ratio at birth in the country in
2020, followed by Arunachal Pradesh, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Tripura and Kerala.

* Highest Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) state are -

1. Ladakh (1104)

. Arunachal Pradesh (1011)
. A&N Islands (984)

. Tripura (974)
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. Kerala (969)

* Lowest Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) state are -

1. Manipur (880)

. Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu (898)
. Gujarat (909)

. Haryana (916)
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. Madhya Pradesh (921)
* In 2019, the highest sex ratio at birth was reported by Arunachal Pradesh (1024),
followed by Nagaland (1001), Mizoram (975) and A&N Islands (965).

* The lowest sex ratio was reported in 2019 - Gujarat (901), Assam (903), Madhya Pradesh
(905) and Jammu & Kashmir (909).

* No data from 4 States

» As per the report the requisite information from Maharashtra, Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh and
Delhi on sex ratio at birth was “not available.”

* None of the States or Union Territories have recorded sex ratio at birth below 880.

* Infant deaths

* The report noted that 1,43,379 infant deaths were registered in 2020 and the share of
rural area was only 23.4%, while that of urban area was 76.6% in total registered infant
deaths.

* Non-registration of infant deaths in rural areas is a cause of concern.
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It is compulsory to report births and deaths to the Registrar of Births and Deaths under
* the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969.

* What is Sex ratio at birth?

» Sex ratio at birth is number of females per thousand males.

* “The Sex Ratio (Number of females per thousand males) at birth of registered events is
an important indicator to map the sex differential of the population at the beginning of
their life.

* The sex ratio at birth has been calculated after deducting the delayed registration of
more than one year for the year 2020.

2. North Korea fires ballistic missile ( May 5, 2022 )

North Korea has test fired an intercontinental ballistic missile. Regarding the test of this
missile, Kim Jong Un, describing it as a display of his nuclear power, said that it has been
prepared to prevent any kind of military action from the US.

* Pyongyang, which is the nuclear arsenal of North Korea, has conducted 14 weapons tests
since January, including firing an intercontinental ballistic missile at full-range for the first
time since 2017.

* Last week, Kim oversaw a huge military parade, vowed to rapidly expand and improve his
nuclear arsenal, and warned of possible attacks.

* North Korea fired the ballistic missile from the Sunan Airfield near Pyongyang, the site of
recent ICBM tests.

e The missile flew 470KM (300 miles) and reached an altitude of 780KM, it was a "blatant
violation of UN Security Council resolutions."

* The name of this intercontinental missile of North Korea is known as Hwasong-17.

* This ballistic missile is the largest liquid-fueled missile ever launched by any country from
a road mobile launcher.

* About Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs)
* It is a land-based, nuclear-armed ballistic missile with a range of more than 5,600 km.
* The first ICBMs were deployed by the Soviet Union in 1958, the US followed the next year.

* India, Russia, the United States, China, Israel, the United Kingdom, France and North
Korea are the only countries that have ICBMs.

3. Meeting of National Sagarmala Apex Committee (NSAC) ( May 4, 2022)

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal will chair the meeting
of the National Sagarmala Apex Committee (NSAC) on May 6, 2022 at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi.
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 About The National Sagarmala Apex Committee (NSAC)

* It is the apex body to provide policy direction and guidance for port based development-
Sagarmala projects and reviews its implementation.

* |t was constituted on 13 May 2015 by the Union Cabinet.

* It is chaired by the Minister for Ports, Shipping & Waterways with Cabinet Ministers from
stakeholder central Ministries and Chief Ministers & Administrators of Maritime States and
Union territories as members.

* The committee will review the Sagarmala program along with review of development of
port-linked road and rail connectivity projects, development of floating jetties and inland
waterways.

* About Sagarmala National Programme

* It is a National Programme aimed at accelerating economic development in the country
by harnessing the potential of India’s 7,500 km long coastline and 14,500 km of
potentially navigable waterways.

* |t was announced by the Prime Minister in 2014 and approved by the Union Cabinet on
25th March 2015.

* |t takes a vision to reduce the logistics cost for both domestic and EXIM cargo with
optimum infrastructure investment.

* Five pillars of the project

1. Port modernization & new port development,
2. Port connectivity enhancement,

3. Port-led industrialization,

4. Coastal community development and

5. Coastal shipping and Inland water transpor

4. India will be the official country of honour at Cannes Film Market ( May 4,
2022 )

India will take part as the official country of honour at the Cannes Film Festival to be held from
May 17 to May 28.

* This is the first time a country will take part in the 'Honour of Country' at the Cannes Film
Festival.

* The Cannes Film Festival, held annually in Cannes, France, is the 75th edition of Cannes.

* India at Cannes Film Festival 2022-
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India's Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh Thakur will participate in the
* festival and deliver the welcome address.

» Actress Deepika Padukone will be seen as a jury in the main feature film competition at
this year's Cannes Festival.

* Renowned Indian author Satyajit Ray's "Pratidwandi" (1970) and Aravindan Govindan's
"The Circus Tent" will be screened at the Cannes Classics strand of the festival.

* In addition, the festival will also see a special screening of Indian filmmaker Shaunak
Sen's Sundance Grand Jury Prize winner "All That Breathes".

5. India logs 6.2 percent hike in death rate during 2020 : CRS data ( May 4,
2022 )

The Central Government has released the Civil Registration System (CRS) Report 2020 on the
basis of the Birth and Death Report.

* As per the report, the number of registered births has come down from 2.48 crore in
2019 to 2.42 crore in the year 2020, showing a decrease of around 2.40 per cent.

* The Civil Registration System’ for 2020 report said that in the case of registered deaths,
the number has increased from 76.4 lakh in the year 2019 to 81.2 lakhs in 2020 showing
an increase of 6.2 percent.

» Of the total registered deaths, males accounted for 60.2 per cent and females 39.8 per
cent.

* Maharashtra, Bihar, Gujarat, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Assam, and Haryana have contributed significantly to the
increased number of deaths registered from 2019 to 2020.

* According to NITI Aayog, the number of births and deaths included in the report are
actual numbers collected from around 3 lakh registration units across the country.

* About Civil Registration System (CRS)

* |t is a universal, continuous, compulsory, and permanent recording of birth, death, and
stillbirth.

» Registration of births and deaths is done under the Birth and Death Registration Act
(RBD), 1969.

* Above mentioned figures include deaths due to COVID-19 and other reasons.

6. 4th edition of the International Conference on Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure ( May 4, 2022 )

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today addressed the inaugural session of the 4th edition of the
International Conference on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (ICDRI) via video message.
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* The fourth edition of ICDRI was organised in a hybrid format in New Delhi from 4-6 May
2022.

* ICDRI 2022 will engage with decision makers, practitioners and communities around the
world to discuss challenges, identify good practices, develop collaborations and promote
concrete actions.

* This will include multi-sectoral and multi-country discussions around ecologically
sensitive design for infrastructure transition, risk governance and finance, innovation and
building human-centred, resilient.

* About ICDRI

e The International Conference on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (ICDRI) is the annual
conference of the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).

* It brings together member states, organisations and institutions to strengthen global
discussion on disaster and climate resilient infrastructure.

* In 2018 and 2019, the first and second international workshops on Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure took place in New Delhi, India.

* ICDRI 2021 was hosted virtually.

7. World Press Freedom Index : India slips to 150th position from 142nd ( May
4, 2022 )

India’s ranking in the World Press Freedom Index has fallen down to 150th position from last
year’'s 142nd rank out of 180 countries.
Highlights of the 2022 report

* Best performing countries

1. Norway- 1st
2. Denmark- 2nd
3. Sweden- 3rd
4. Estonia- 4th
5. Finland- 5th

* Worst performerming countries
* North Korea remained at the bottom of the list.
* Russia is placed at 155th position, slipping from 150th last year.

» According to the global media watchdog, China climbed two places to the 175th position,
from 177th place last year.
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Performance of India;s neighbourhood countries

* Apart from India, the ranking of its neighbouring countries has also declined except
Nepal.

* While Pakistan is ranked 157th, Sri Lanka is at 146th, Bangladesh at 162nd and Myanmar
at 176th.

* About Press Freedom Index
* It has been published by Reporters Without Borders every year since 2002.

* This is based on the organisation's own assessment of countries' press freedom records
in the last year.

* The index ranks 180 countries and territories according to the level of freedom available
to journalists.

* The index is prepared on the basis of assessment of the level of pluralism, media
freedom, media environment and self-censorship, legal framework, transparency as well
as the quality of the existing infrastructure for news and information.

8. Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurates NATGRID premises at Bengaluru (
May 4, 2022)

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) complex
in Bengaluru which will help to prevent crimes and warn against any danger.

* He said the security requirements today have changed significantly as compared to the
security challenges in the past in terms of data, scope and complexity.

* Therefore, legal and security agencies need automatic, secure and immediate access to
information obtained from reliable sources.

* The Government has entrusted the task of developing and operating a state-of-the-art
and innovative information technology platform for accessing information from the data
collection organisations to NATGRID.

* The central government will soon develop a national database to monitor hawala
transactions, terrorist funding, counterfeit currency, narcotics, bombing threats, illegal
arms smuggling and other terror activities.

* C-DAC is implementing NATGRID in line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of a
self-reliant India.

* About National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID)

* NATGRID is an intelligence sharing network that links data from standalone databases of
various agencies and ministries of the Government of India.

* It will also have access to the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems, a
database that links crime information, including first information reports, across 14,000
police stations in India.

e NATGRID came into existence after the 2008 Mumbai attacks.
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It links intelligence and investigation agencies and is exempted from the Right to
* Information Act, 2005.

9. Linkage of e-Shram portal with the Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (
May 3, 2022)

Discussions are going on to link the e-Shram portal with the Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana.

The government is working on a mechanism to process accident insurance claims by
unorganised workers registered on the e-shram portal, which has seen over 27 crore
registrations so far.

* In the Budget Speech 2022-2023, the Finance Minister had announced the linking of four
portals - National Career Service, e-Shram, Udyami (for those interested in starting
MSMEs) and Aseem (Atmanirbhar Skilled Employer Employer Mapping).

* The inter-linking of the NCS and e-Shram portals had been completed recently.

* So far more than 26,000 e-shram beneficiaries have registered on NCS and are benefiting
from this linkage.

* About e-Shram portal-

* The Ministry of Labor and Employment has developed an eSHRAM portal to create a
national database of unorganised workers.

e |t was launched in 2021.

* Its aim is to welfare of workers in the unorganised sector who are not members of the
EPFO or ESIC.

» Registered members will be eligible for a range of benefits after signing up for Shramik
Yojana and getting the e-Shram Card.

» This will allow workers to receive Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) through e-Shramik Unique
ID Number.

10. National Open Access Registry (NOAR) goes live successfully ( May 3, 2022
)

National Open Access Registry (NOAR) has successfully gone live from 1st May 2022.

* This is a centralized online platform through which the short-term open access to the
inter-state transmission system is being managed in India.

* It is an integrated platform that is accessible to all stakeholders in the power sector,
including open access customers (both sellers and buyers), electricity traders, power
exchanges, national/regional/state LDCs and others.

* |t provides automation in the workflow to achieve shorter turnaround time for the
transactions.
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The platform also has an integrated payment gateway for making payments relating to
* interstate short-term open access transactions.

* The NOAR platform provides transparent and seamless flow of information between open
access stakeholders.
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