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1. According to the latest tiger census data in 2022, the number of tigers in
India has increased to 3,167 ( April 11, 2023 )

According to the latest tiger census data in 2022, the number of tigers in India has increased
to 3,167

According to the latest tiger census data released by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
number of tigers in India is set to reach 3,167 in 2022.

An Overviews of the News:

* This figure shows a significant increase from the previous census figures of 1,411 in
2006, 1,706 in 2010, 2,226 in 2014 and 2,967 in 2018.

* The Prime Minister launched the 'International Big Cat Alliance' to mark the
completion of 50 years of 'Project Tiger'. The aim of the alliance is to protect and
conserve seven major big cats across the world including tigers and lions.

* The Prime Minister also released a booklet titled 'Amrit Kaal Ka Tiger Vision', which
outlines the vision for tiger conservation over the next 25 years.

Project Tiger

* Project Tiger was started in 1973 by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.

» Under this programme, central assistance is provided to the states with tiger population
for conservation of tigers.

» The initial reserves covered under Project Tiger were Jim Corbett, Manas, Ranthambore,
Simlipal, Bandipur, Palamu, Sundarbans, Melghata and Kanha National Parks.

* At the time of the launch of Project Tiger in the year 1973, there were only 9 tiger
reserves in the country, at present the total number of tiger reserves in the country has
increased to 54.

The top 10 states with the highest population of tigers in India are:

1. Madhya Pradesh - This state has the highest population of tigers in India with a total
of 526 tigers.
2. Karnataka - With a total of 524 tigers, Karnataka has the second largest population of
tigers in India.
. Uttarakhand - This state has a total of 442 tigers and is known for its dense forests.
. Maharashtra - Maharashtra is home to 312 tigers, making it the fourth state with the
highest tiger population in India.
5. Tamil Nadu - This state has a total of 264 tigers and is known for the Mudumalai and
Anamalai tiger reserves.
6. Assam - With a total of 190 tigers, Assam is an important state for tiger conservation
efforts in India.
. Kerala - Kerala also has a total of 190 tigers and is known for the Periyar Tiger Reserve.
. Uttar Pradesh - This state has 173 tigers and is home to the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve.
. West Bengal - With a total of 88 tigers, West Bengal has a relatively low population of
tigers compared to other states.
10. Rajasthan - This state has the lowest tiger population among the top 10 states with a
total of 69 tigers.
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2. World's first Asian King Vulture Conservation and Breeding Center to be
inaugurated in Uttar Pradesh ( April 10, 2023 )

Jatayu Conservation and Breeding Center (JCBC) for the critically endangered Asian king
vulture,

Uttar Pradesh has set up a state-of-the-art Jatayu Conservation and Breeding
Center (JCBC) for the critically endangered Asian king vulture, the first of its kind in the
world.

An Overview of the News

* |t is located in the Maharajganj district of Uttar Pradesh and is spread over 1.5 hectares.

» The JCBC is designed to maintain a sustainable population of Asian king vultures by
breeding them in captivity and releasing them into the wild.

* The Asian king vulture is protected under the Wildlife Protection Act and is listed as
critically endangered by the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Red List.

* The use of diclofenac in veterinary medicine in India has led to a population decline in
recent years, and the JCBC aims to have at least 40 vultures in captivity over 15 years to
ensure the sustainable conservation of the species.

* The Forest Department has partnered with the Bombay Natural History Society for
technical guidance.

About Wildlife Protection Act

* Introduction: The Wildlife Protection Act is a law enacted in India in 1972 with the
primary objective of protecting the wildlife and their habitats in the country.

* Prohibition: The Act prohibits hunting, poaching, capturing or killing any wild animal
listed under Schedules | to IV of the Act, without prior permission from the authorities.

* Protected Areas: The Act designates specific areas as protected areas for the
protection of wildlife and their habitats. These include national parks, wildlife sanctuaries
and biosphere reserves.

* Penalties: The Act provides for strict penalties including fine and imprisonment for
violations. Repeat offenders may face more severe punishment.

« Amendments: The Act has undergone several amendments over the years, the latest
being in 2003 and the amendments aim to strengthen the protection of wildlife and their
habitats.

3. Eravikulam National Park got a fernarium for the first time ( April 4, 2023 )
Eravikulam National Park got a fernarium for the first time

Eravikulam National Park in Munnar, Kerala has a new attraction - a fernarium and
it is the first fern collection set up in a hill station.

An Overview of the News
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* The Fernarium is located within the park close to the Orchidarium and is
accessible to the public from 20 April.

* The objective of the Fernarium is to educate visitors about the biodiversity of
the park and to showcase the flora in a unique way.

* Ferns grow naturally in a soilless environment by absorbing water and nutrients from
trees, making the park an ideal location for a fernarium.
About Eravikulam National Park:

* Location: Eravikulam National Park is located in the Western Ghats of India, within the
state of Kerala.

* History: The park was initially established as a game sanctuary in 1975, with the
primary objective of protecting the endangered Nilgiri tahr, a type of mountain goat that
is endemic to the Western Ghats.

* National Park Status: In 1978, the sanctuary was declared a National Park and now it
is spread over an area of 97 square kilometres.

* Biodiversity: The park is famous for its rich biodiversity, which houses a number of
wildlife species including Nilgiri Tahr, Macaque, Leopard and many bird species.

* Recognition: The park has received international recognition for its conservation
efforts, and was awarded the prestigious Green Globe certification in 2019 for its
commitment to sustainability and responsible tourism.

4. Bandipur completes 50 years as a Project Tiger Reserve ( April 4, 2023 )
Bandipur completes 50 years as a Project Tiger Reserve

Bandipur completed 50 years as a Project Tiger Reserve 1 April 2023.

About Bandipur Tiger Reserve

* This reserve is located in the state of Karnataka and is spread over an area of
912.04 sq km.

* It is located in two districts of Karnataka, Mysore and Chamarajanagar.

* It is considered one of the world's premier tiger habitats and is an important
component of the country's first biosphere reserve - the Nilgiri Biosphere
Reserve.

* It was launched by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1973 with the aim of
arresting the decline in the tiger population.

* Bandipur was one of the first nine sanctuaries to be brought under the flagship
program of Project Tiger in 1973.
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Bandipur Tiger Reserve is surrounded by-

1. Nagarahole Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu) in the North West (Kabini Reservoir separates the
two).

2. Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu) in the South.

3. Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala) in the South West.

Project Tiger

* Project Tiger was started by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change in the year 1973.

* Under this program, central assistance is provided to the states having tiger
populations for conservation of tigers.

* The initial reserves covered under Project Tiger were Jim Corbett, Manas,
Ranthambore, Simlipal, Bandipur, Palamu, Sundarbans, Melghata and

Kanha National Parks.

* At the time of the launch of Project Tiger in the year 1973, there were only 9 Tiger
Reserves in the country, at present the total number of Tiger Reserves in the

country has increased to 54.

Other Tiger Reserves in Karnataka
* Bhadra Tiger Reserve
* Nagarahole Tiger Reserve

* Dandeli-Anshi Tiger Reserve

5. Second meeting of Working Group on Environment and Climate
Sustainability under India‘'s G20 chairmanship begins ( March 27, 2023 )

The second meeting of the Working Group on Environment and Climate Sustainability started
on 27 March and it is a three-day meeting.

The second meeting of the Working Group on Environment and Climate
Sustainability started on 27 March and it is a three-day meeting.

An Overview of the News

* This meeting is being held at the Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.
* At the beginning of the meeting, G-20 member countries made a presentation on best

practices for water resource management.
* The event was attended by around 130 delegates from G20 member states, 11

invited countries and 14 international organisations..
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* The meeting focuses on several thematic areas, including halting land
degradation, accelerating ecosystem restoration and enriching
biodiversity, encouraging resource efficiency and the circular economy,
and promoting a sustainable and climate-resilient blue economy.

About the G20

* It is an international forum of the world's leading economies established in 1999.

* Its primary objective is to promote international financial stability and
sustainable economic growth.

* The G20 serves as a forum to discuss and coordinate policies related to a wide range of
economic and financial issues such as trade, investment, employment, energy
and climate change.

6. Bhupender Yadav launches Aravalli Green Wall Project ( March 26, 2023 )

Union Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Bhupendra Yadav inaugurated the
Aravalli Green Wall Project on March 26 at Tikli village in Haryana in a program
organized on the occasion of International Forest Day.

An overview of the news

* The project will increase the green cover and biodiversity of Aravallis through
afforestation, reforestation and restoration of water bodies.

* It will also improve soil fertility, water availability and climate resilience of
the region.

* The project will benefit the local communities by providing them with employment
opportunities, income generation and ecosystem services.

* The objective of this initiative is to green a buffer zone of about 5 km of Aravalli
mountain range spread over five states.

* 75 water sources will be rejuvenated under the project, starting with five water
sources in each district of the Aravalli landscape on March 25.

» The project will also involve massive tree plantation drive and conservation of water
resources in the Aravalli region.

* The project will cover barren land in Gurgaon, Faridabad, Bhiwani,
Mahendragarh and Rewari districts of Haryana.

About Aravali Green Wall Project

* The project is part of the Union Forest Ministry's vision of creating green
corridors across the country to combat land degradation and
desertification.

* The project covers the states of Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Delhi where the
Aravalli hills are spread over an area of 6 million hectares.
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The project will involve rejuvenation and restoration of ponds, lakes and rivers
* as well as planting of native species of trees and shrubs on scrub, barren land
and degraded forest land.

* The project will also focus on agro-forestry and grassland development to
enhance the livelihood of local communities.
About Aravalli Range

* It extends from Himmatnagar in Gujarat to Delhi for a distance of about 720
km, which extends to Haryana and Rajasthan.

* It is thousands of years old, formed when the Indian subcontinental plate collided
with the mainland of the Eurasian plate.

According to carbon dating, copper and other metals were mined in the Aravalli range
around the 5th century BCE.

* Its height is between 300 m to 900 m.

Its highest peak is Guru Shikhar (1,722 m) on Mount Abu.

7. IndiaAl ecosystem ( March 17, 2023 )
task force for framing a draft roadmap for the artificial intelligence ecosystem

The Ministry of Electronics and IT set up a task force for framing a draft
roadmap for the artificial intelligence ecosystem by the end of April.

An overview of the news:

* The Minister of State for Electronics and IT has announced the establishment of the
IndiaAl platform, which aims to support research and provide tools for startups in the field
of artificial intelligence.

* This platform will focus on promoting Indian startups, research, and
innovation, which could contribute to the growth of the Indian economy.

* Estimates suggest that Al could potentially add USD 967 billion to the Indian
economy by 2035 and USD 450-500 billion to India's GDP by 2025, which is a
significant amount and could account for 10% of the country's USD 5 trillion GDP target.

About IndiaAl platform:
* INDIAai stands for ‘The National Al Portal of India’ platform.
* The platform was launched in 2018.

* It is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) and the National Association of Software and Services Companies
(NASSCOM).
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The primary objective of the IndiaAl platform is to create a collaborative ecosystem for Al
* in India by bringing together industry, academia, startups, and the government.

* The platform provides a forum for stakeholders to exchange ideas, collaborate on
projects, share best practices, and access Al resources such as datasets, algorithms, and
tools.

* IndiaAl also aims to support the development of Al-based solutions that address
societal challenges such as healthcare, education, agriculture, and urban development.

* The platform provides access to funding, mentorship, and other resources to startups and
entrepreneurs working on Al-based solutions.

* IndiaAl has several initiatives like:
* Al for All program: which aims to provide Al training to over 1 million citizens in India, and

the Al research and innovation hub, which is a network of Al research centers and labs
across the country.

8. 3rd session of National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction begins in New
Delhi ( March 10, 2023 )

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the third session of the National Platform
for Disaster Risk Reduction (NPDRR) in New Delhi on 10 March.

An overview of the news

* The main theme of the 3rd session of this Platform is “Building Local Resilience in
a Changing Climate”.

* The theme of the session is in line with the 10-point agenda announced by the Prime
Minister for building local capacities, especially in the context of the rapidly changing
disaster risk landscape in the wake of climate change.

* The session will identify gaps, recommendations and partnerships to further accelerate
disaster risk reduction efforts.

* During the event, the Prime Minister presented awards to the winners of the Subhash
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar.

* The winners of the 2023 award are Odisha State Disaster Management
Authority and Lunglei Fire Station of Mizoram.

* The Prime Minister also inaugurated the exhibition to showcase innovative ideas and
initiatives and technologies in the field of Disaster Risk Reduction.

* More than a thousand dignitaries will participate in this two-day, third session.

* Home Minister Amit Shah chaired the ministerial session in which wide-ranging
consultations were held with ministers from states and union territories.

About NPDRR
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* NPDRR is a multi-stakeholder forum constituted by the Government to facilitate
dialogue and share experiences, ideas, action oriented research and explore
opportunities in the area of disaster risk reduction.

9. UN inks first ‘High Seas Treaty’ in a bid to protect ocean bodies of the world
( March 6, 2023)

world's oceans located outside national boundaries.

For the first time in history, the United Nations signed the 'High Seas Treaty' to protect
the world's oceans located outside national boundaries.

An overview of the news
* The treaty is the result of nearly a decade of negotiations on environmental concerns.

* The treaty was agreed upon on 4 March after 38 hours of negotiations at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York.

* The last international agreement on ocean conservation was signed 40 years ago in
1982.

What is the UN High Seas Treaty?

* The treaty will create a new body to manage the conservation of marine life
and establish marine protected areas in the high seas.

* The treaty brings 30 percent of the world's oceans into a protected area, spends
more on marine conservation, and sets new rules for ocean mining.

* The treaty aims to protect against potential impacts such as deep-sea mining.

* The treaty would put restrictions on how much fish could be caught in the high seas.

What are High Seas?

* International water bodies that cross the boundaries of nations are considered high
seas.

* They cover about two-thirds of the world's oceans.

* These are water bodies where all countries have the right to fish, sail and conduct
research.

* But so far only about 1% of this water - known as the high seas - has been protected.
* These are also important areas for exploration of valuable minerals,

pharmaceuticals, oil and gas reserves.

Vulnerable marine species
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* According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), about
10% of marine species are at risk of extinction.

* In addition, 41% of threatened species are affected by climate change.

* Shellfish, sharks and whales are under particular pressure due to their use as
seafood and medicines.

10. Wheat Crisis in India ( March 1, 2023 )

India is unlikely to ease restrictions on wheat exports. Agricultural scientists have
recommended additional irrigation for rabi crops due to the unprecedented heat in the month
of February this year.

An Overview of the news:

* Grain stocks in the world's second-biggest producer fell to around 106 million tonnes in
2022 after a 2.5% cut in output due to heatwaves.

* India will not lift its ban on wheat exports for the time being and the government will
have a sufficient amount of state-owned emergency reserves as required under the rules
on April 1.

* The month of February has been unusually warm.

» For agriculture, it was a reminder of last year's unusual temperature in March and its
impact on wheat, the important rabi crop.

Wheat in India:

* Wheat is the second most important cereal crop in India after rice, the staple food crop in
the north and north-western part of the country.

* Wheat is a heat sensitive crop.

* Wheat is a rabi crop which requires cool growing weather and bright sunlight at the time
of maturity.

* Required temperature: Between 10-15°C (sowing time) and 21-26°C (ripening and
harvesting).

* Required Rainfall: About 75-100 cm.

* Top Wheat Producing States: Uttar Pradesh > Punjab > Haryana > Madhya
Pradesh > Rajasthan > Bihar > Gujarat.
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