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1. Agriculture Minister Inaugurates Integrated Biological Control Laboratory in
Hyderabad ( May 16, 2023 )

Agriculture-Minister
Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Narendra Singh Tomar officially
inaugurated the Integrated Biological Control Laboratory located in Hyderabad on

15 May.
An overview of the news
» This laboratory is an important milestone in promoting sustainable and eco-friendly
agricultural practices.
Emphasis on biological control

» The primary focus of the laboratory is on the use of biological control methods.

* These methods involve the use of natural agents such as beneficial insects, predators
and parasites for the management of pests and diseases in agricultural crops.

* By reducing reliance on chemical pesticides, this approach supports ecosystem balance
and sustainable agriculture.
Advances in Pest Management

* The establishment of the Integrated Biological Control Laboratory represents a
remarkable progress in the field of pest management.

* This highlights the government's commitment to adopt integrated pest management
strategies that prioritize environment-friendly solutions.
Research and development
* The laboratory serves as the center for research and development activities related to
biological control.
Key work of the laboratory
* Development and large scale production of biocontrol agents.

* These agents are natural enemies of insects, such as parasitoids, predators, and
entomopathogenic microorganisms.

* The laboratory will ensure the quality and effectiveness of these agents, which are
released into agricultural fields to manage pest populations.

* The laboratory will carry out intensive testing and standardization of biocontrol agents.
» This will ensure their efficacy, safety and compatibility with various farming systems.

* The goal is to provide reliable and efficient organic control solutions to farmers.
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3. India & Bangladesh launch '50 Start-ups Exchange Programme' ( May 16,
2023 )

'50-Start-ups-Exchange-Programme

India and Bangladesh have recently jointly launched the '50 Start-up Exchange
Programme' to promote collaboration and exchange between the start-up
ecosystems of the two countries.

An overview of the news

* The objective of the program is to strengthen bilateral relations between India
and Bangladesh by promoting cooperation in start-up and innovation sectors.

* It provides a platform for entrepreneurs, investors and stakeholders from both
the countries to connect and collaborate.

* The '50 Start-up Exchange Program' facilitates knowledge sharing and learning
opportunities between Indian and Bangladeshi start-ups.

* It encourages exchange of ideas, best practices and expertise to foster innovation and
growth.

* The program provides mentorship and guidance to participating start-ups, connecting
them with experienced entrepreneurs, industry experts and investors.
People’s Republic of Bangladesh
* Capital: Dhaka
* Prime Minister: Sheikh Hasina Wazed
* President: Mohammad Shahabuddin

e Currency: Taka
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The '50 Start-up Exchange Program' facilitates knowledge sharing and learning
* opportunities between Indian and Bangladeshi start-ups.

* |t encourages exchange of ideas, best practices and expertise to foster innovation and
growth.

* The program provides mentorship and guidance to participating start-ups, connecting
them with experienced entrepreneurs, industry experts and investors.
People’s Republic of Bangladesh
* Capital: Dhaka
* Prime Minister: Sheikh Hasina Wazed
* President: Mohammad Shahabuddin

e Currency: Taka

5. IRDAI constitutes Expert committee for matters related to mental health (
May 16, 2023 )

Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has
recently constituted a five-member expert committee comprising medical experts
and insurers to advise on matters related to mental health and insurance.

An overview of the news

* The panel has been constituted for two years to advise on matters related
to mental health and insurance.

* The committee will provide advice and input on existing insurance coverage and
what is offered for mental illnesses.

* It will also provide guidance on terminology and concepts from a medical perspective
and aspects related to mental illness from an insurance perspective.

* Pratima Murthy, director of the National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences
(NIMHANS), has been made the chairperson of the committee.
About the committee
* Dr. Pratima Murthy, Director, NIMHANS, Bangalore, (Chairman)

* Dr. Nimesh Desai, Former Director, Institute of Human Behaviour and Allied Sciences,
New Delhi, (Member)

* Bhargav Dasgupta, CEO, ICICI Lombard General Insurance Company Ltd, (Member)
* Dr. S. Kalyanasundaram, Psychiatrist, Bangalore, (Member)

* Mayank Bathwal, CEO, Aditya Birla Health Insurance Company Ltd, (Member)
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About Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDAI)

* IRDAI is the regulatory body responsible for overseeing and regulating the insurance
industry in India.

* It was set up to promote and regulate the insurance sector in India.

* It was established on April 1, 2000, under the provisions of the Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority Act, 1999.

* The primary role of the IRDAI is to regulate and promote the insurance industry in India.

6. Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami inaugurated the National Homoeopathic
Convention 'Homocon 2023' ( May 15, 2023 )

the-National-Homoeopathic-Convention

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami inaugurated the National Homoeopathic
Convention 'Homeocon 2023' at Doon University, Dehradun and launched a
documentary on Homeopathy.

An Overview of the News

* Homeopathy has been recognized as the second most practiced system of medicine in
the world and its importance has been demonstrated during the COVID-19 pandemic.

* The commitment of the state government to establish Uttarakhand as a major AYUSH
region is due to the economic and effective nature of homeopathy.
Ministry of AYUSH:
* It is a government ministry in India.

* It is responsible for the development, promotion and regulation of traditional systems of
medicine.

* AYUSH is the abbreviation of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and
Homoeopathic Pharmacopoeia Society and aims to promote education and research of
the above.

* The ministry provides educational and training programs.

* Establishment - 2014

* Responsible Ministers - Sarbananda Sonowal, Cabinet Minister and Mahendra
Munjapara, Minister of State

* Ministry Executive - Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary
* Ministry of Motherhood - Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
India

About Uttarakhand
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* |t is a state in North India.

* Rishikesh is a major centre of yoga studies and gained prominence in 1968 after the
Beatles' visit.

* The Jim Corbett National Park in Uttarakhand is home to the Bengal tiger and
other wildlife.
Capital - Dehradun (Winter)
Chief Minister - Pushkar Singh Dhami
Governor - Gurmeet Singh

Official Animal - Alpine Musk Deer

7. Amit Shah inaugurates training program on legislative drafting ( May 15,
2023)

Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated a training program on legislative drafting
in New Delhi on 15 May.

An Overview of the News

* The event is organised by the Institute of Constitutional and Parliamentary
Studies in association with the Institute of Parliamentary Research and
Training for Democracy.

* The objective of the program is to create an understanding of the principles and practices
of legislative drafting among officials of Parliament, State Legislatures, Ministries,
Statutory Bodies and other Government Departments.

Legislative Drafting:

* It is the process of making legislation and related written material and includes the
formulation and structure of laws enacted by the legislature.

* Enacted laws are the official laws of the country and are legally binding.

* Legislative drafting considers legislative intent, which refers to the aims and objectives of
proposed legislation.

 Specific legal language and terminology are used in legislative drafting to ensure
precision and clarity.

* Its goal is to create laws that are clear, consistent and accessible to the general public.

* The purpose of legislative drafting is to develop laws that serve the intended
purposes and are in tune with the needs of the society.
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9. 29th Biennial Conference of the All India Primary Teachers’ Federation (
May 15, 2023)

29th Biennial Conference

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Addressed the 29th Biennial Education Conference
of All India Primary Teachers’s Federation organized at Gandhinagar in Gujarat on
12th May.

An overview of the news

* In his address, the Prime Minister said that technology can provide information but the
right approach can be given only by teachers.

* He said that with the changing times, the real challenge before teachers today is to
satisfy the growing curiosity of children and keep themselves updated.

* The conference was a significant event that brought together primary teachers from
across India to discuss pertinent issues in the education sector.
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The theme of this summit is ‘Teachers at the Heart of Transforming Education.

Purpose of the conference
* The objective of the conference is to provide a platform for primary teachers to exchange
ideas, share experiences and collectively address challenges in primary education.
Focus on primary education

* The conference mainly focused on issues related to primary education, including
curriculum development, teaching methods, classroom management and
welfare of primary school teachers.

Professional Development and Training

* The conference emphasized the importance of professional development and training for
primary teachers.

Policy discussion

* The conference discussed education policies, reforms and initiatives at the
national and state levels.

* The participants shared their views, suggestions and concerns regarding the policy
implementation and its impact on primary education.

Teacher Welfare and Rights

» The conference addressed the welfare and rights of primary school teachers, including
issues such as pay structure, job security, working conditions, and professional
recognition.
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